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Shavu’ot, June 4 this year, is
one of the three festivals of pilgrimage.
With Passover and Sukkot, it completes
the cycle of holidays marking our journey from slavery to freedom under Moses. Our ancestors observed these occasions with a visit to the national Temple
in Jerusalem.
Passover commemorates the
liberation from Egyptian bondage
(Exodus 12:14-20), Sukkot the subsequent sojourn in the desert (Leviticus
23:39-43). Shavu’ot falls between them
on the calendar, but its meaning in the
Moses story is unclear
from the text. The rabbis
decided, logically enough,
that Shavu’ot must celebrate God giving us the
Torah on Mount Sinai.
The Scriptural hook is
Exodus 19:1, which places
our arrival at Sinai in the
month of Shavu’ot.
What, exactly, did God transmit to us at Sinai? All of Judaism, in the
rabbinic understanding. But the centerpiece of the revelation was the Ten
Words, or as it is usually called in English, the Ten Commandments. In fact,
the first item of the Decalogue (“I am the
Eternal your God...”) contains no explicit commandment, while some of the other paragraphs contain more than one
commandment. The Hebrew term,
aseret ha-dibb’rot, means “the ten pronouncements.”
It is customary to read the Ten
Commandments from the Torah scroll
on Shavu’ot with the congregation
standing. A fun fact about the Ten Commandments is that it appears twice in the
Torah: Exodus 20:2-14 and Deuteronomy 5:6-18. There are some slight discrepancies between the two versions,
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notably in the sabbath commandment.
Exodus says to remember (zachor) the
sabbath, but Deuteronomy says to keep
(shamor) the sabbath: this, supposedly,
is why we light two candles Friday
night, one for zachor and one for
shamor. Besides, Exodus says the sabbath symbolizes the creation of the
world (when God rested on the seventh
day), but Deuteronomy says the sabbath
symbolizes our emancipation from servitude (because slaves never have a day of
rest). The Friday night kiddush
(extended wine blessing) ties these two
themes together.
The customs of
Shavu’ot reflect its rabbinic framing as the holiday of
the Ten Commandments.
Blintzes are served because
a pair of blintzes resembles
the two Tablets of the Covenant. The most traditional
Shavu’ot song, Akdamut
(“introduction”), sets the stage for Moses
receiving the revelation. The upbeat
melody of Akdamut is recycled at
Shavu’ot for Mi Chamochah and for
Psalm 118 (part of Hallel, the freedom
psalms).
At TOL we will celebrate
Shavu’ot on the preceding Friday night,
May 30, with the Kabbalistic ritual of
tikkun leil (late night study). We will
read the Ten Commandments, of course,
but we will then proceed to a variety of
other activities. The approach of the
summer solstice is the perfect time for
overnight observances, though I understand this custom did not catch on until
coffee was introduced in the 16 th century! We hope to see you at TOL on
May 30 for a lively and multifaceted
program. Please stay as late as you
wish.

President/treasurer/Yom Hashoah
Adam
Rosefsky

What a winter we have had.
I still can’t believe that it was snowing in Mid-April. I for one am looking forward to a nice spring and
summer.
This summer we have 3 Bar
Mitzvahs following which we will
begin the final phase of our CHARM
construction. We will be replacing
the floor and the cabinets in the social hall.
Once that is done, it will be
time to begin getting ready for the
high holidays. One of the standard
routines that occur in the pre-High
Holiday months, is our annual Membership renewal. We are a small
community, and all of our operating
funds come from our Members. We
are on the Fair Share model where
we ask for a percentage of income to
pay dues and help support the temple.
I know that many people, out
of habit, will write a check for the
same amount every year for their
membership. This year, when you
receive your membership forms,
please take a moment and look at
how much you are contributing, and
if you can contribute a little more. If
each member were to donate only an
additional $100 per year, that would
increase our annual funds by almost
$10,000. These funds go immediately towards benefiting our entire community. Thank you in advance for
your generosity.
Shalom
Adam Rosefsky

Al
Berrebi

2

TOL Joins with Hillel
to mark
Yom Hashoah

This past couple of months as
your new treasurer has been challenging.
The synagogue's finances are much more
complex that I had realized, and despite
serving on the Board and receiving regular financial reports for many years, I
still have much to learn.
In response to the requests of
several congregants for budgetary transparency, I invite all members to submit
questions about the synagogue's finances
that I will answer in this newsletter column – we can call it "Ask the Treasurer". After all, it’s your contributions that
keep the doors open!
To kick off the dialog, did you know:
The Tree of Life Congregation's
fiscal year runs from Sept 1st through
August 31st. In the 2013-2014 fiscal
year, our Budget projected income of
$124,000 (from all sources) and expenses of $141,000. The budget is approved
by the board in advance, based on previous years actual expenditures and cost
projections for the following year. Dues
pledges are expected to bring in
$103,000 (83% of income). As you
might expect, our Rabbi's compensation
package is our largest budgeted expense,
but perhaps you'll be surprised to learn
that we expect to spend ~ $7,000 on
cleaning services, $1,600 on building
security, $10,000 on utilities, and ~
$3,500 on insurance; these are only a
few of our regular expenses.
Please continue to support the Tree of
Life to the extent that you can. We certainly need your dues and donations to
maintain our building, and to continue to
provide an expanded array of social and
educational opportunities for the membership.
If you have questions, you can reach me
at aberrebi@gmail.com or 304-2961019. Send in your questions!
Shalom
Albert Berrebi
Visit http://etzhaim.org

By reading the names of Holocaust
victims, one after another, we
dramatize the unfathomable notion
of six million deaths.

From Rabbi Joe: Wisdom & Rabbis

Rabbi
Hample

Wisdom: Not Just
for Teeth
The final section of the Hebrew Bible, the part that is neither Torah nor Prophets, is traditionally called
K’tuvim, “Writings” (or “Hagiographa,”
which means sacred writings). This
catch-all category includes religious
poetry (Psalms); practical advice
(Proverbs); meditations on life’s meaning (Job, Ecclesiastes); love poetry
(Song of Songs); elegy (Lamentations);
folklore (Ruth, Esther); apocalypse
(Daniel); and history (Ezra, Nehemiah,
Chronicles). Several of these categories, especially the first five, might be
lumped together as wisdom literature.
K’tuvim are supposed to impart wisdom.
Wisdom is virtually a character in Proverbs, chapter 8: “It is Wisdom calling… Human beings, I cry to
you: my cry is to all humanity… The
Eternal created me at the beginning of
the road, as the first of the deeds of
old… I was there when God set the
heavens in place, when God fixed the
horizon upon the deep… Now, children, listen to me: happy are those who
keep my ways” (8:1, 4, 22, 27, 32).
The rabbis understand this Wisdom as a
synonym of Torah: Torah was the blueprint of creation. The five books of
Moses are concerned with Israel’s origins and law, the Prophets with moral
exhortation: but K’tuvim are concerned
with appreciating Wisdom in its entirety, as it pervades time and space.
Unlike Torah and Prophets,
which are divided into weekly portions
and read every Shabbat, K’tuvim are
incorporated into the daily liturgy
(especially Psalms) or are assigned to
particular holidays. Books of K’tuvim

read on specific holidays are called
m’gillot, “scrolls” (the singular is m’gillah). There are five m’gillot: Song of
Songs for Passover, Ruth for Shavu’ot,
Lamentations for Tish’ah b’Av, Ecclesiastes for Sukkot, and (best-known of
all) Esther for Purim. Some m’gillot
also work well at lifecycle events: Song
of Songs is a good fit for weddings (the
bride is “a rose among thorns,” 2:2);
Ecclesiastes for memorials (“The spirit
returns to the God who gave it,” 12:7).
Diverse books of K’tuvim are cited in
the Torah service, including Chronicles
(L’cha Adonai ha-g’dullah, “Yours,
Eternal, is the greatness”); Proverbs
(Etz chayyim hi, “It is a tree of life”);
and Lamentations (Chaddesh yameinu
k’kedem, “Renew our days as of old”).
It is evident that K’tuvim is
later than the rest of the Bible. Job and
Lamentations address the problem of
God’s justice, a burning question when
Israel found itself oppressed by one
empire after another. Ruth, Ezra, and
Nehemiah consider the issue of intermarriage, which arose as peoples commingled in later antiquity: Ruth implies
a lenient attitude, Ezra and Nehemiah a
strict one. Esther and (obliquely) Daniel help to introduce new holidays, Purim and Chanukkah respectively: neither is mentioned in the Torah. Daniel
and Ezra contain long passages in Aramaic, a language that gradually displaced Hebrew in the Second Temple
period.
Two books of K’tuvim fail to
mention God: Song of Songs and Esther. Perhaps God is implicitly present
in Esther, in light of the providential
change of fortune in mid-narrative. But
it is harder to find God in the erotic
poetry of Song of Songs: unless, as the
rabbis believed, the book is a metaphor
of God’s love for Israel. Understood
this way, Song of Songs functions as a
counterweight to the prophets who portray God’s relationship with Israel as a
bad marriage.
Stories from the Torah are
typically short on dialogue, but the midrash (legends) fleshes them out with
speeches often drawn from K’tuvim.
For example, the Torah does not record
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what Abraham said upon leaving his
father’s house (Genesis 12:1). The
midrash speculates that Abraham’s dad
was an idol maker, but Abraham
scorned the product: “They have
mouths but cannot speak, they have
eyes but cannot see, they have ears but
cannot hear” (Psalm 115:5). Again, the
Torah does not spell out the Divine
rebuke when God struck down Nadab
and Abihu (Leviticus 10:2). According
to the midrash, God’s words to these
overambitious young priests were: “Do
not boast of tomorrow” (Proverbs
27:1).
Today we take it for granted
that K’tuvim is part of the Bible, but its
place in Scripture remained controversial into rabbinic times. To make the
point, the prayerbook consciously links
Torah, Prophets, and Hagiographa together: for example, in the cascade of
scriptural readings at musaf (the midday
service) on Rosh ha-Shanah. Likewise
the homiletical (sermonic) literature,
where analysis of Torah portions is
often introduced by a verse from
Psalms or Proverbs. The prooftext that
finally established the canonical status
of K’tuvim comes, fittingly, from Ecclesiastes (4:12): “A threefold cord is not
quickly broken.” For the rabbis, a durable Judaism requires all three sections:
Torah, Prophets, and Writings.

In the Loop
In March-April I spent a few
days in Chicago with an intimate group
of 500 rabbis, including a lot of old
friends from California. It was the annual convention of the Central Conference of American (Reform) Rabbis,
alive with talk of novelty and experimentation, yet full of reverence for our
illustrious predecessors. At breakfast
one morning, years of ordination were
called off from 2013 backward. I stood
with the class of 2009, to polite applause: but the crowd went wild when
the class of 1972 rose. It took me a
moment to realize why. That was the
first class to include a woman, Rabbi
Sally Priesand.
==>

From Rabbi Joe/Children’s Education
There were dozens of workshops to choose from. I gravitated to
those on interfaith projects, which emphasized ways of finding common
ground, and those on obscure ancient
texts, a guilty pleasure for your antiquarian rabbi. One workshop more
relevant to my actual job focused on
youth engagement. We learned that
young people actually hate the word
engagement: it sounds like you’re being
trapped. A more appealing word for
adolescents is experience: that’s what
they’re always looking for. Expect to
hear me speak of experience as I promote next year’s teen program.
There were lots of celebrity
guests at the Chicago convention:
mayor Rahm Emanuel, business leader
Irene Rosenfeld, comedy troupe Second
City, and more. Then there were people obscure in the U.S. but famous in
Israel, most of whom argued that Israeli
democracy and diversity depend on
strong ties with Diaspora Jewry. We
can best support pluralism in Israel by
joining ARZA (Association of Reform
Zionists of America) and voting for the
ARZA slate in the World Zionist Organization election next year. Perhaps
ARZA membership could be made automatic for those joining TOL, unless
you specifically opt out.
The weirdest element of the
convention was the mass head shaving
on April 1. A mat was laid down on the
bimah, seven volunteer barbers brandished their shears, and 54 rabbis –
including yours truly – sacrificed their
locks in memory of eight-year-old
“Superman” Sam Sommer, who died of
leukemia last December in Glencoe, IL.
(Both his parents are rabbis.) The event
raised $580,000 for pediatric cancer
research through the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation (http://
www.stbaldricks.org/), which has organized thousands of head-shaving events
since 2000.
The weather in Chicago wasn’t
the best, and that deep-dish pizza is too
darn heavy. But it was great to reconnect with my colleagues and our Reform movement, the largest Jewish denomination in America. I was proud to

represent Morgantown and boast about
the wonderful community we have in
West Virginia. Next year’s CCAR convention is scheduled for Philadelphia,
but in 2016, why not the Mountain
State!

Children’s Education
We are grateful to students,
parents, and teachers for a very successful year in the religious school, Hebrew
school, and youth programs. The
school year concludes with a farewell
ceremony and picnic lunch on Sunday,
May 18. We’ve served 40 students in
religious school, 18 students in Hebrew
school, and 11 kids in the teen program.
By term’s end, religious school will
have met 27 times (snowed out twice)
and Hebrew school will have met 26
times (snowed out three times).
Religious school, taught Sunday mornings, focused on mitzvot
(commandments / traditions / good
deeds). Religious school includes a
monthly Family Shabbat potluck and
service from the young people’s prayerbook. Our youngsters gave Friday
night sermons on December 13, January 10, and March 7. On October 6 and
February 2, the whole religious school
enjoyed family education days coordinated by Nina Price, kids and parents
collaborating to make personalized yarmulkes (skullcaps) and m’zuzot
(doorpost prayer boxes). This spring
our young people wrote and illustrated
our Passover haggadah.
Hebrew school, taught Sunday
afternoons, focused especially on vocabulary. We introduced two new Hebrew primers: one published (Z’man
Likro) and one homemade. Hebrew
school includes a monthly full Torah
service on Saturday mornings. We will
celebrate two b’nei mitzvah in June
(and an adult bar mitzvah in May).
Next year we have six b’nei mitzvah
students.
The teen program, coordinated
by Margalit Persing and Steve Markwell, included movies, sports, and creative projects, mainly Saturday evenings.
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We also participated in the local interfaith youth group: we hosted an interfaith Sukkot party on September 20
and our kids attended an interfaith
event at a Morgantown church on
April 17.
We’re always tinkering with
schedules and formats, trying to improve convenience and participation.
We probably didn’t have enough meetings this year with teachers or with
parents. We’ll do better next year.
Also, next year we will participate in
PJ Library, a project providing Jewish
books for small children.
Thanks to all our teachers:
Aric Agmon, Rosa Becker, Susan
Brown, Ilana Chertok, Monique Gingold, Emily Layman, Brian Lemoff,
Michelle Leversee, Zevi Lowenberg,
Steve Markwell, Melissa McAvay,
Margalit Persing, Lee Petsonk, Nina
Price, Neal Sheme, Daya Solomon,
Rachel Spero, Barry Wendell, and Jenni Whitener. Thanks also to our
madrichim (teachers’ aides): Annabel
Brazaitis, Elana Gutmann, Emily Lederman, Sarah Rosefsky, Max Snider,
Sam Snider, and Alana Works.
TOL’s school year 2014-15
begins on Sunday, September 14.
Next year’s religious school curriculum will focus on Jewish journeys,
following our people from Egypt to
Canaan to Babylon, around Europe and
across the Atlantic, out of the ghettos
and back from the camps, into the opportunities and challenges of tomorrow. Next year’s Hebrew school curriculum will seek a balance between
phonics, vocabulary, and grammar,
which should reinforce each other. In
next year’s teen program, called “The
Jewish Experience,” older community
members will help our young people
explore Jewish dimensions of food,
language, cinema, social action, and
spirituality.
We’re always looking for new
ideas, projects, teachers, and of course
students. We’d gladly welcome you to
the Education Committee. You don’t
need any specialized knowledge, just
an interest in the Jewish future. Please
discuss with Education Chair Brian
Lemoff or with me.

Toda List (compiled by Lee Kass)

5

TODA (Thank You) from the TOL Board
CHARM Campaign Contributors: A very Special TODA for your generous & valued contributions.
Silent Auction Participants: for making the post-Chanukkah Silent Auction a great success towards the CHARM
campaign.
Dan & Daya Solomon: for picking up Challah, and to congregants who provided refreshments on Friday, Feb 14.
Special Thanks to Margalit Persing: for setting up & taking responsibility for clean-up, following All Sunday
School Families Potluck/Mazzal Tov Shabbat, Friday, Feb. 21.
Marty Sippin: for contacting the appropriate service to replace burned out light bulbs in Social Hall & Sanctuary on
Friday, Feb 21 and following up.
Alana Works: for her moving and inspiring Healing Shabbat sermon on 3/7.
Rabbi Joe: for his inspiring sermons, Adult Education classes, Torah Studies leadership.
Friday Evening Oneg Hosts: Susan Brown (2/21, Mazzal Tov Cake), Kathy Abate (2/28); Margalit Persing,
Teen Families (3/7); Daya & Dan Solomon (3/14); WVU Hillel (3/21); Shirley & Jonathan Rosenbaum, Aryeh
Gingold (3/28), Susan Brown (Mazzal Tov Cake), Laura Cohen (4/4);
Transition Committee (2012-2013): Ed Gerson (Chair 2012), Lee Kass (Co-Chair 2012), Michelle Leversee (Chair
2013), Daya Solomon, Judy Cohen, Stan Cohen, Linda Herbst, for their dedicated work for a smooth transition for
Rabbi Joe and TOL.
Jonathan Lederman: for lighting TOL memorial boards.
Rabbi Joe: for authoring a wonderful Purimshpil, which permitted old and young to participate in a full reading of
the Megillah (scroll) of Esther in play and song, Saturday evening, March 15.
Purim (3/15, 3/16); Special Thanks from Rabbi Joe:
 Chief Visionaries: Laurie Brager, Michelle Leversee, Steve Markwell, Margalit Persing.
 Carnival / Dinner: Sara Aronin; Sophie Brager; Sherry Hildebrand; Yoav, Olivia, and Daniel Kaddar; Lee
Kass; Jacob Lemoff; David Rosen; Max and Reis Snider; Alana Works & friend Nikki Blosser, Daya & Ilan Wright,
Adam & Sarah Rosefsky.
 Purimshpil (play): Kathy Abate, Max Brager, Sophie Brager, Rich Cohen, Linda Jacknowitz, Olivia Kaddar,
Alec Russell, Zoe Schlosser, Emily Sharkey, Barry Wendell, Ellis Works.
 Ladies’ Sunday morning event: Sara Aronin.
 Heritage Village Sunday visit: Kathy Abate; Sara Aronin, Mike O’Neal, Rebecca, and Noah; Daniel Berrebi;
Linda Herbst; Nina, Eitan, and Aleeza Price; Barry Wendell.
 Al Berrebi: for delivering Purim Baskets to Heritage Village, Sunday evening March 16.
Judy Petsonk: Sister of Lee Petsonk for her enlightening book talk on Queen of the Jews, Saturday, March 22; Lee
Petsonk & Susan Brown for inviting Judy, & hosting, with Rich Cohen, Margalit Persing, & Lee Kass, the Bagel
Brunch/potluck that followed.
Stan Kanner: for donating large TV & Ros Becker: for arranging the donation.
PBS guests, Robin Mazza, Glynis Board: for their special program Story of the Jews at TOL (4/4).
Margalit Persing and Steve Markwell: for leading services and providing oneg on 4/11.
Margalit Persing, Steve Markwell, & TOL Students from last year's & this year's Tween/Bnai Mitzvah class,
for writing and revising Hagaddah for Passover Seder; Alana Works for artwork supervision and cover design and
execution; Emily Lederman for cover design; students of the Sunday School for the illustrations in the Haggadah; Steve Markwell for taking reservations, and organizing; Steve Sharkey and his staff for arranging the meal,
and Rabbi Joe for leading a wonderful Seder (4/14).
Ed Gerson & Marty Sippin: for taking responsibilities for House Chair.
Please let us know if your name has been inadvertently omitted.

Visit http://etzhaim.org

Purim Photo Gallery

Photos: Neal Newfield
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Passover Photo Gallery

Photos: Heidi Solomon
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Adult Ed/Barry W/Donors/Coopers Rock

Adult Education
By Rabbi Joe Hample
This spring we’ve enjoyed
more variety in adult education. Author
Judy Petsonk spoke on March 22 about
her historical novel, Queen of the Jews,
set in Maccabean times. Reporters
Robin Mazza and Glynis Board made a
presentation on April 4 linked to the
PBS series The Story of the Jews. Professor Lisa di Bartolomeo spoke on
April 24 about a Holocaust-themed
graphic memoir, We Are on Our Own,
by Miriam Katin.
Meanwhile, Israeli Aric Agmon continues to teach Hebrew for
adults on the first and third Wednesdays of the month. And I continue to
teach Pirkei Avot (rabbinic maxims) on
the second Wednesday of the month. If
you know Pirkei Avot, you know
enough about the ancient rabbis to impress almost anyone. On May 14 and
June 11 we will read Pirkei Avot chapters 5 and 6. Chapter 5 contains many
lists: the ten primordial miracles, the
seven virtues of the scholar, the four
kinds of people. Chapter 6 explains the
infinite importance of Torah study,
which is the core value of rabbinic Judaism.
Adult ed is a forum to discuss
whatever interests you about our heritage. Please come ask questions and
share insights. Judaism is whatever you
make of it.

Coopers Rock &
Mazal Tov
Shabbat
Friday, May 16th
6:00—7:30 pm
Shelter # 1
Bring your favorite
Veggie/Dairy
Dish to share

Next Year in ...
By Barry Wendell
I kept a blog for the thirty
months Rabbi Joe and I lived in Crescent City, California, on the coast near
the Oregon border. He worked at Pelican Bay Sate Prison as a chaplain; I
found things to do. After initially being
angry that no one in Crescent City invited us to seder, so that we were
alone our first Passover, it occurred to
me that no one else in that county had
a home seder. There was a small temple in town that hosted a community
seder, and some people came out for
that.
Our third Passover in Crescent City, we invited everyone we
could think of to our house. That wasn't a lot of people, and only three came,
a woman from temple and her husband, and a woman we met at the folk
song group we attended. Rabbi Joe had
been looking for a congregational job
since November, without success. I
wrote on my blog post for that night,
April 10, 2012:
"We ended with 'Next year in
Jerusalem.' To me, Jerusalem is whichever city hires Joe to be their rabbi.
Next year in..."
Not long after that night, Tree
of Life called Rabbi Joe for an interview. We moved to Morgantown in
July, 2012.
We were at our third seder this
year, Wednesday night, April 16. We
have another seder, a lunch and dinner
to go before Passover ends next week,
and we had other invitations we couldn't
schedule. Last night we felt we were
among friends at the home of a congregant. Our hosts and some of the guests
have known each other for twenty-five
years or more. That's a closeness we left
behind when Joe left San Francisco in
2004, and when he and I left Los Angeles in 2010. In the last twenty-one
months, we have come to know the congregation and the Morgantown community, and to feel more babaita (at home)
here. I felt last night that we had arrived
in our Jerusalem, Morgantown.
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Thank You
to our
Donors
In honor of
Estefan Lederman,
father of David
Anne Selinger &
Nyles Charon
Sylvia Cooper
Harold Klein
Anne Selinger &
Nyles Charon
Judy and Stan Cohen
Gloria Lees 90th birthday
Howard Mall
Ed Gerson
Bennett & Muriel Millstone
Lee Petsonk
Lillian Klein
Bernard R. Cooper
Arthur & Barbara Weldon
In Gratitude to Rabbi Joe
Donna and Ed Gerson
In appreciation of the
CARE TEAM
Sylvia Cooper
General Donations
John Goldwasser &
Kathy Cash-Goldwasser
Ariel Agmon
In honor of Rabbi Joe’s
Installation
Alyse and Howard Rosen
Palo Alto, CA
Richard and Merle Intner
Pikesville, MD
Barbara Levy
Wyncote, PA

Mitzvah Opportunity/Checking In/Hadassah’s Purim
A Mitzvah Is Put Before You
(the opportunity to do a good deed)

We began a tradition after our grandson Jonah Henry Solomon died on May
14, 2012 (22 Iyar) that we would like to
tell you about. We call it Jonah's
Gifts. Every year for Jonah's birthday
on May 12 and for Hanukkah we do
something in his memory for another
child or children.
When the Newtown Massacre was
unfolding at Sandy Hook Elementary
School I was driving past there on my
way to see Matanya dance. I heard
about the news on the radio and had to
pull over because of the tears. For the
first Hanukkah of Jonah's Gifts we contributed to the fund set up for the family
of the youngest child murdered, a 6
year old Jewish boy whose twin sister
survived by hiding in a closet in the
classroom.
On Jonah's first birthday our donation
went to an impoverished school in Ghana. We sent toys, books, games, stuffed
animals, and puzzles to the school. On
May 12 the children celebrated "Jonah
Day" and part of their celebration included learning about and drawing butterflies.
For Jonah's second Hanukkah in
heaven we bought toys and made a cash
donation to a family in need in our WV
community .
Now we are inviting you to donate for
his second birthday if you feel so inclined. We are sending Jonah's Gifts
for this birthday to Baan Nong Phue
School in Thailand. Baan Nong Phue is
a small village in rural northeastern
Thailand. Most of the students there
are impoverished. Longtime friends of
ours were volunteer English teachers
there last year and they let us know
about the school and its students. Donations will go to purchasing needed supplies at the school, as
well as to helping students who need
funds to continue their education.
It is a comfort and a blessing for those
that miss and love Jonah so very much
to continue to know that he is remembered and has a lasting impact in the
world, both near and far.

If you would like to make a donation
of any size please send a check made
out to Dan Solomon - Jonah's Gifts to:
225 Wilson Ave
Morgantown, WV 26501
With love and appreciation,
Jonah's Grandma Daya and
Grandpa Dan
Where are they now?
Checking in with last year’s
Bnai Mitzvah Students
Margalit Persing,
Tween Sunday School Teacher
Last summer was the summer
of Bnai Mitzvoth at TOL: in the course
of about 2 months, we saw 6 of our
young people become Bar or Bat Mitzvah. As this summer’s Bar Mitzvah students get ready, let’s check in with last
year’s (bumper) crop and see what they
are doing.
All of our young people have
very busy lives outside of TOL, so it is
quite an achievement that they all find
time to continue working and helping in
the community. Annabel Brazaitis, Elana
Guttman, and Sarah Rosefsky have all
worked this year as classroom madrichot
(assistants). Elana has worked with the
Pre-Kindergarten class, while Sarah and
Annabel have both helped in the Older
Elementary class. Elana said that her
studies last year and this, have given her
a better understanding of the prayers, and
“That helps me work with the little ones
learning everything for the first time.”
Besides enjoying their classroom duties, Annabel and Sarah have
both participated in other events this
year, including a healing service and the
Purim Carnival. Both feel that their studies last year and this year have helped
them know more and be more confident
in their work. Annabel feels she “knows
more” in general, and Sarah also expressed finding it easier to answer questions and help the younger students. But
she was quick to add that “The most fun
is the Purim Carnival!”.
Sam Snider has been a “roving”
madrich this year. Besides donating a
portion of his gifts to the Sunday School,
Sam comes in every Sunday morning he
can and helps with set up and clean up,
and assists with attendance taking and in

Visit http://etzhaim.org
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any class where he is needed. He also
applies some of what he learns about the
mitzvoth (commandments) outside of
TOL on his Student Council, where he is
a leader in supporting community assistance projects.
Since he lives in Buckhannon,
Ilan Wright has continued his studies via
Skype as a way of remaining connected
to the TOL community. He participates
with the Tween class every week he can
via Skype, and is a great role model and
help to the students getting ready for
their Bar mitzvahs. Ilan has played his
guitar at several services this year, and
participated whenever he and his family
attend. And on those occasions he can
always be found helping with set up and
clean up without even being asked!
Like Ilan, Jonathan Lederman
has a schedule that requires him to find
work he can do around TOL that is at
non service times. Despite his rigorous
swim and robotic team schedules, Jonathan comes in whenever he can and
lights the memorial lights for the week.
This is an important mitzvah, and not
one that every teen would consider taking on.
So it is clear that last year’s
bnai mitzvah students have all taken their
new roles as “young adults” in the TOL
community seriously. We are fortunate
to have these great young people with us,
and interested in participating more and
more in community life. Next year we
have two more joining this group. I
can’t wait to see what they all do for
TOL in the coming year!

HADASSAH’S PURIM
Hadassah celebrated Purim with a
wild & wacky party hosted and organized by Sara Aronin. Eleanor
had quite a hat!

Community Sharing
TODAH
The CARE Committee appreciates the work of Daniel Berrebi in
helping to deliver holiday gift bags
to TOL members. Daniel's maturity
matched the kindness and thoughtfulness he brought to this
task. Thank you, Daniel. You make
our world a brighter place. We wish
you the best as you graduate and
move on to your college career.

CHARM
CAMPAIGN
Tree of Life
Building for our Future
Please join the effort
Send your
Pledge/donation
To our treasurer
Al Berrebi
at
Tree of Life, PO Box 791,
Morgantown, WV 26507-0791
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Instead of Sons
(Vayechi)
By Rachel Barenblat

Asenath longed for daughters
to whom she might teach
the ways of her mothers
but Josephs God had other
plans..
In dreams her grandchildren
nightly
crossed the sea of reeds
again.
and again she woke gasping
with the impossible hope.
that they would remember
Egypt
kindly, and their foremother.
who had hoped for a girl
who would stay close to
home.
instead of boys who belonged
to someone else's story.
which would unfold without
her memory, without her
bones.
As always, Cherl Torsney has found a
great poem for TOL. Cheryl left but did
not forget Morgantown.

Remember a loved one
with a

YAHRZEIT PLAQUE
$400 DONATION
Contact: Bennett Millstone

Rabbi Rachel Barenblat, is known sometimes as Reb Rachel and also as The
Velveteen Rabbi, which is her nom de
blog since 2003. You might want to
check out her great blog at http://
velveteenrabbi.blogs.com/blog/

Visit http://etzhaim.org

We note with sorrow
the passing of
Martin Rosen
father of David Rosen
Evelyn Newfield
mother of Neal Newfield
Hugh David Goldsmith
brother of Alicia Murray

May their memory
be a blessing

MAZAL TOV
Daniel Berrebi
2014 WVU
Bucklew Scholar
Share Your Simcha
Buy a Leaf on

THE SIMCHA TREE
$250/leaf
$2500/Small Stone
$5000/Large Stone
Contact
Merle Stolzenberg/
Barbara Jacowitz

Calendars +
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MAY/JUNE 2014

Date

Day

5/1/14

Thursday

Rabbi’s drop-in office hours

5/2/14

Friday

5/3/14

Saturday

Shabbat & Yom ha-Atzma'ut & oneg in memory 7:30-9:00 pm
of Barry Cooper
Torah study
10:00 am-12:00 noon

5/3/14

Saturday

Teen shmooze, details TBA

6:00-8:00 pm

5/7/14

Wednesday

5/8/14

Thursday

Adult Hebrew
Rabbi’s drop-in office hours

7:00-8:30 pm
1:00-5:00 pm

5/9/14

Friday

Family potluck & Shabbat service & oneg

6:00-8:30 pm

5/10/14

Saturday

Neal Sheme bar mitzvah & potluck

10:00 am-1:00 pm

5/14/14

Wednesday

5/15/14

Thursday

Adult ed: Pirkei Avot chapter 5 (“Turn it and
turn it”)
Rabbi’s drop-in office hours

5/16/14

Friday

Coopers Rock - Mazzal Tov Shabbat

6:00-7:30 pm

5/17/14

Saturday

Shabbat bagel brunch & short morning service

10:00 am-12:00 noon

5/18/14

Sunday

Religious school graduation & picnic

10:00 am-1:00 pm

5/21/14

Wednesday

5/22/14

Thursday

Adult Hebrew
Rabbi’s drop-in office hours

7:00-8:30 pm
1:00-5:00 pm

5/23/14

Friday

Wine & cheese Shabbat

6:30-7:30 pm

5/24/14

Saturday

Torah study

10:00 am-12:00 noon

Event

Time
1:00-5:00 pm

7:00-9:00 pm
1:00-5:00 pm

5/29/14

Thursday

Rabbi’s drop-in office hours

1:00-5:00 pm

5/30/14

Friday

7:30 pm-12:01 am

5/31/14

Saturday

Shabbat-Shavu'ot service & dairy potluck &
Tikkun Leil
Soup kitchen, Trinity Episc, 247 Willey St.

6/1/14

Sunday

Hadassah Book Brunch

11:00am – 1:00 pm

6/4/14

Wednesday

Adult Hebrew

7:00-8:30 pm

6/5/14
6/6/14

Thursday
Friday

Rabbi’s drop-in office hours
Sorry, no service

1:00-5:00 pm

6/7/14

Saturday

Torah study

10:00 am-12:00 noon

10:00 am-12:00 noon

6/11/14

Wednesday

6/12/14
6/13/14

Thursday
Friday

Adult ed: Pirkei Avot chapter 6 (“Torah for its
own sake”)
Rabbi’s drop-in office hours
Kabbalat Shabbat in honor of Jacob Lemoff

6/14/14

Saturday

Jacob Lemoff bar mitzvah

10:00 am-1:00 pm

7:00-9:00 pm
1:00-5:00 pm
7:30-9:00 pm

6/18/14

Wednesday

Adult Hebrew

7:00-8:30 pm

6/19/14
6/20/14

Thursday
Friday

Rabbi’s drop-in office hours

1:00-5:00 pm

6/21/14

Saturday

Shabbat service & oneg
Torah study

7:30-9:00 pm
10:00 am-12:00 noon

6/26/14
6/27/14

Thursday
Friday

Rabbi’s drop-in office hours
Kabbalat Shabbat in honor of Josh Sharkey

1:00-5:00 pm
7:30-9:00 pm

6/28/14

Saturday

Josh Sharkey bar mitzvah

10:00 am-1:00 pm

Visit http://etzhaim.org

Tree of Life Congregation
PO Box 791
Morgantown, WV 26507-0791
(304) 292-7029
http://etzhaim.org
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FIRST CLASS MAIL
Mazal Tov Shabbat
On May 16th we will combine May & June
Mazal Tov Shabbats with our Coopers
Rock Shabbat. Join us for a festive evening with lots of good cheer.
Errors? Omissions? Contact Linda:
ljacknowitz@frontier.com

May 2014
Joan and Bill Addicks
Ben Addicks
Laurie and Paul Brager
Helene and Jim Friedberg
Sharon Hildebrand
Yoav Kaddar
Olivia Kaddar
Millie and Al Karlin
Al Karlin
Lee Kass
Noah O’Neal
Leonard Simmons
Heidi Solomon
Daya and Dan Solomon
Reis Snyder
Reed Tanner
Nathan Tauger

June 2014
Alex Behr
Judy and Stan Cohen
Alex Berrebi
Lily Bailey
Elana Gutmann
David Lederman
Nicholas Lemoff
Sony and Brian Lemoff
Julie Penn and Mark Brazaitis
Susan Brown and Lee Petsonk
Gwen and Alan Rosenbluth
Jonathan Rosenbaum
David Pariser
Leah and Franc Stern
Merle and Alan Stolzenberg
Cindy and Reed Tanner
Andrea Works
Austin Works
Andrea and Austin Works
Daya Wright

Visit http://etzhaim.org

.Hadassah

Invites

all the

Women of Tree of Life
to our

Annual
Book Brunch
Sunday, June 1, 2014
11-1 pm
at the home of
Monique Gingold
264 Lakeside Drive
Bring a friend, a dairy-vegetarian
dish to share, your good winter
reads and best summer picks
Please RSVP to Merle
mpstolzen@yahoo.com
304-292-6767
Feel free to just leave a message

